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471 University Parkway • Aiken, South Carolina 29201 • T 803-641-3338 

 

October 13, 2023 

Dr. Kevin Sightler, Director of Substantive Change 
Commission on Colleges 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
1866 Southern Lane 
Decatur, GA 30033-4097 

 

Dear Dr. Sightler, 

The University of South Carolina Aiken has created a 23-credit hour undergraduate Certificate 
in Data Science. Originating in our Mathematical Sciences department, this computer science 
program is to be delivered blended/hybrid with 50% or more of the program delivered online. 
The institution was approved for distance education by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on Colleges in July of 2010. Ten of the 23 credits for this certificate 
program (i.e., 43%) originates from three new courses not previously offered by the institution 
at the baccalaureate instructional level. We intend to initiate the Certificate in Data Science 
program at the start of our Fall term’s second eight-week session scheduled to begin October 
23, 2023. The program was approved by the University of South Carolina’s Board of Trustees on 
June 23, 2023, and by the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education on September 7, 
2023. 

Should you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lloyd A. Dawe 
Lloyd A. Dawe, PhD 
Institutional Accreditation Liaison 

 

Cc: Dr. Thayer McGahee, Interim Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
       Mrs. Nicole Spensley, Director of Institutional Effectiveness, Research & Compliance 
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